Ger A ere . 1 2 . 
A. © ge,, 3 2 3 
22. — 


EXCERPTS from the letters which 
paſſed betwixt the Earl of Caithneſs and 
Lord Woodhall. The letters and anſwers 
are taken down according to their dates; 
and as they appear to have been ſent, and 
received to connect the correſpondence ; 
but a letter, wrote by Lord Murkle on 
death-bed to the Earl of Caithneſs, is firſt 


taken in, as it ſerves for a key to the cor- 
reſpondence ; AS ALSO, excerpts of the 
other letters produced. 


rent; ſhe has been with me ever ſince, and ſtill behaves ſo “ r 
much to my ſatisfaction, that my good opinion of her merit 155 2 
increaſes. I have however left her nothing, that ſhe might de- 
pend wholly on you. I have often told you, that, in my opinion, 
ſhe is, in all reſpects, the prudenteſt, diſcreeteſt, the genteeleſt and 
moſt obliging creature of her age I ever knew ; and I hope you will 
not think I intend to deceive or impoſe on you now, when I am, 
and has been for ſeveral days paſt in ſuch a ſituation, in point of 
health, that none who ſee me would lay the odds on my living a few. 
hours, no not Doctors Glerk and Stevenſon who attend me; and I 
hope it will not fare the worſe with her, that ſhe is entirely in your 
power : I therefore again make my humble requeſt, that you may 
ſettle your eſtate on her as well as mine. If ſhe marries againſt 
your will, or miſbehaves otherways 1n any matter of conſequence 
while you live, you may deſtroy the deed ; and, as I hope you will 
live many years, when you will haye more experience, and better 
knowledge of her merit than you yet have, you will, by her beha- 
A viour 


[am Lady Dorothea from Mrs. Pattullo's, of the 15th cur- Lord Mun. 
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Lord Wood- 


1 


viour in/that time, be able to judge, whether ſhe, or the perſon next 
in ſucceſſion, is moſt deſerving, or will make the beſt and moſt ho- 
nourable figure in the world. In my opinion ſhe has a fair chance 
of being, (in due time,) as comfortably married as any young wo- 
man in the kingdom. 

I am much obliged te you for the care you have taken of Lord 
Murkle. I had a long diſtinct letter from him, wrote with his own 
hand the iſt May; have been very uneaſy. ſince I heard of his ill- 
neſs; I ſhall make the ſettlement, as he propoſes, of what belongs 
to me; I believe it is neceſſary; I with it were ſent me as ſoon 15 
ean be; it cannot be wrote here. 

I am excceding ſorry to ſend your Lordſhip this by expreſs, to ac- 
quaint you, that your brother, and my molt fincere and afleRionate 
friend, Lord Murkle, died this morning a quarter before nine.—Hi. 
torically, for I never ſaw your brother's ſettlements, I am inform- 
ed, (except ſome legacies not conſiderable,) you are both heir and 
executor. 

J recerved your exprefs this day about nine o clock. Thou gh it was 
no furpriſe to me, I am not very capable of writing. His letter of 
the riſt May affected me ſo much, that it has been conſtantly in my 
mind ever ſince; I ſhall ſtrictly adhere to it; he propoſed, that all 
his eſtate ſhould go to Dorothea, though it may be proper to keep 
this ſecret, yet I with the deed was ſent me; I am averſe to come 
up if it-can be helped ; I am but very heartleſs; be pleaſed to tell 
Dorothea, that it was Lord Murkle's earneſt deſire that the ſhould be 
brought home; ſhe ſhall meet with the beſt and kindeſt reception ! 
can give 'her;---Take care of Dorothea. 

As I wrote this upon an uncertainty of finding your Lordſhip, I 
will-mention nothing of the particulars that paſſed betwixt your bro- 
ther and my good friend before he died ; but, in diſcharge of the 
truſt he repoſed in me, and as they are nothing more than what ! 
expect will be agreeable to your own ſentiments, I will communicate 
them to your Lordſhip, whenever I have the honour-and pleaſure to 
ſee you; ſome part of them are expreſſed in the codicile he ordered 
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ro be put into my hand before he died, and others were what =_ 
ed betwixt us in private converſation. | 

The letter I had from my brother of the 1ſt May, ſhowed ſo much — on? 
concern for me and the family, and was fo exact, notwithſtanding Woodbal!, 


his diftrefled condition, that I am impatient to do what he deſired * 
me, which was to ſettle his eſtate and own on Dorothea. I beg of 
you that you would fend a deed for that purpoſe as ſoon as can be, 
becauſe no man is ſure of a minute's life; at the ſame time he de- 
fires me to burn it, if the diſpoſed of herſelf in a wrong way.—I 
wiſh you would do me the favour to hve in the houſe, at leaſt as 
lng as Dorothea continues in it; if you cannot, that you will give 
ach orders, that exact care of her may be taken; I am reſolved to 
ake her home, but have not yet fixed on the time or manner. P. 8. 


[am afraid J have written very defectively about the ſettlement, tho” 
[am very anxious about it; till J recover more ſpirit than I have, 


[am not able to fix a time for coming up. 
have the honour of your Lordſhi p's letter of the gth, yeſterday — f 
norning, by expreſs; all your Lordſhip's directions ſhall be literally Caithneſs, 


ſerved, except making out the diſpoſition in favours of Lady Do- 3 
othea. Your brother, Lord Murkle, gave me ſome inſtructions as 
y that, which is not proper to communicate to your Lordſhip, until 
| ſee you here. | | 
| had the honour to receive your Lordfhip's letter of the 17th. T ng te — 
nuſt again inſiſt for your coming up, if your health will admit of it, 1733. 
3 many things will obſtruct the management of your brother Lord 
Markle's affairs, unleſs vou are here vourſelf.---As to your ſettle- 
meat, 1T 15 quite impoffib! ie for me to give your Lordſhip any ad- 
ce concerning it; your brother's papers are Jorked up, as I have 
wote, and your own. I have no acceſs to ſce them; 'befitles,” as F 
wrote your Lordſhip in my Taft, there are ſeverat things I have to 
ommunicate to your Lordihip from your brother, that will make 
roper you ſhould be made acquainted with, before you make a to- 
al ſettlement of your two eſtates, n your own'and the one you 


are got from your brother. 


L 


Lord Caith- 
neſs to Lord 
Woodhall, 


Lord Wood- 
hall to Lord 
Caithneſs, 
July 3d, 
1755. 


Lord Wood- 
hall to Lord 
Caithneſs, 
July 10th, 
1755. 


Ditto to dit- 


to, July 24th, 


42755. 


Ditto to dit - 


that cannot be done, I rather ſuffer any hardſhip, than to ſuffer that 


L420 


I propoſe to ſet out as foon as poſſible, but it will take ſome time 
to prepare for the journey, which is a very troubleſome one, by ye. 
ry bad roads, bad lodgings, and many ferries, nor have I been on 
horſe-back for more than eight months; but, which is worſt of all,! 
am very ſpiritleſs and melancholy.---If what is neceſſary may be done 
without my coming up, it would be very agreeable to me; but if 


to be loſt by my fault, that my brother left to my care. I wiſh { 
had the deed he propoſed, that I might fign it or I ſet out. If I am 
to travel, you ſhall not be detained in town on my account, after 
the ſeſſion is up. Be aſſured that I have entire confidence in you, 
and that I am, my Lord, &c. 

I had the honour to receive your Lordſhip's letter of the 23d June, 
As to what you write as to ſending north a ſettlement of your own 
eſtate and your brother's, in terms of his letter the iſt May, I would 
humbly propoſe to have your Lordſhip up here before that be execu- 

ted, as I have ſeveral things to communicate to you, which I receiv- 
ed verbally from your brother ſome ſhort time before his death, re- 
lative to. the ſettlement you intend to. make. 

All I want 1s your countenance and perſonal preſence for ſome 
days, to have them, (i. e. Murkle's affairs) put on a clear footing, 
and execute your ſettlements as your brother ſuggeſted to you ; and, 
at the ſame time, to have myſelf exonered of the truſt he placed in 
me, partly verbal and partly in writing. 

You have ſeveral other matters to ſettle, concerning which I have 
verbal inſtructions from your honeſt and good brother, a ſhort time 
before his death, which do not fall within the compaſs of the power 

of the factory, and cannot be executed to purpoſe, unleſs you was 
| here yourſelf. 
N. B. The factory here mentioned was to. Patrick. Crichton to 
manage his brother's money. 8 
Your brother, ſome ſhort time before he died, gave me a particu- 


20, Aug. 26th, Iar detail of every thing be was poſſeſſed of; but was ſo far from 
mentioning jewels, that on the contrary he told me he had none, 
hut ſome few trifling rings, which we have now found. 


1755. 


Theſe he 
deſtined 


1 


aided: to be given to his niece: and added further, that he intend- 
ed, before ſhe was ſent north, to purchaſe jewels of ſome value, and 
make her a preſent of them. 

As your daughter, Lady Doll, who left the town on Monday fore- 
noon, before I came into it, 1s now out of my care, I muſt do her 

e juſtice to declare to your Lordſhip, that her behaviour, ever ſince 

had occaſion to obſerve it, and fince her uncle Lord Murkle's death, 
has been moſt unexceptionable. 

[ will never think that any thing your Lordſhip defires me to do 
is too much prefled, being perſuaded that you will propoſe nothing 
to me but what is for my advantage; yet it is almoſt impoſſible for 
me to come to Edinburgh at this time of the year. The laſt winter 
| was there I got a very dangerous cold, ſuch as would be hard on 
me now, notwithſtanding all my precautions. If your Lordſhip 
will let me know the conditions and directions my brother gave for 
making the ſettlement, it may be done though I am here. I think 


t will be unneceſſary to mention, my title, or to make particular | 


narratives. I fhall _ to > Mir Budge, who is in the country, a- 


bout it. 
| had the hononr to receive your Lordſhip s letter of the 8th cur- 


rent, yeſterday forenoon.' As to giving your Lordſhip my advice- 


upon the execution of your ſettlement, when you live at ſuchi a di- 
tance, and your papers are not collected together, ſo as a memorial 
can be made of them, is a thing quite impoſſible for me to do. The 
real regard I have for your Lordſhip and your family, is too great to 
allow me to preſume to er * a ee — Nw a en of 
ſuch importance. = 
I am ſorry you have pur- b of er domi; 15 had for this winter, 

as there are ſeveral things concerning your intended ſettlement that I 
mtended to have ſuggeſted to your Lordſhip, which I cannot fo well 
put in writing, or explain to yon av ſuch a r re where I have no 


opportunity to confer with yo upon them. eli ila:-eg 
Whatever directions you have, Wen clas time, to give in your 


affairs, your Lordſhip will take the trouble to write them to me, 


B and 


Ditto to dit- 
to, Sept toth, 
1755. 


Lord Caith- 
neſs to Lord 
Woodhall, 

October 6th, 


1755. 


Lord Wood- 
hall to! ord 
Caithneſs, 
Sept. 24th, 
1755. 


Ditto to dit- 
to. Nov. 6th, 


1755. 


Ditto to dit- 
to, Dec. 3d, 
1755. 


Ditto to dit- 
to, April 
23th, 1756. 


Ditto to dit- 
to, Oct 21ſt, 


1756. 


Lord Caith- 
neſs to Lord 
Woodhall, 
OR. 14th, 
1 760. 


D 6 ] 
and 1 will communicate them in your name, and by your or- 
der. 

I flatter myſelf, that your Lordſhip will now be- tempted to como 
ſouth ; it is of conſequence in ſettling your affairs; and befides, [ 
have many things to mention to you, that I cannot communicate 
by writing. 

L have moſt real pleaſure to be informed by your brother Mr. Fran- 
cis, and your daughter Lady Doll, that your Lordſhip got well 
home to your own houſe, after an eaſy journey, and without any 
accident; and indeed, though I could have wiſhed to have had the 
honour to have paid my reſpects to your Lordſhip before you fer out; 
yet, confidering that the weather was then good, and that there waz 
a chance of its becoming bad, I think you judged it much better to 
take your journey at the time > you did, than to put it off to the later 


aſon. 
I did not care to trouble your Lordſhip with a letter the time of 


ſeſſion, but now finding my fleſh, ſtrength, and memory. failing, 
I am to tell how I am to diſpoſe of my inheritance, which I pro- 
poſe to give to Mr. Francis in liferent, and to the heirs of his bo- 
dy in fee; next, to the ſecond ſon of Lord and Lady Macduft, and 
his heirs-male, but to no other ſon, on condition he takes the name 
of Sinclair and deſignation of Murkle, failing of which, to your Lord- 
ſhip, and your heirs-male, taking the deſignation of Murkle ; if you 
cannot do that, tothe ſecond ſon of your heir-male. You are the only 
perſon of the name that has ated for me as a friend, and I believe it 
is owing to you, that the ſettlement my brother made was effectual 
as to the lands; if it is neceſſary to mention them particularly, they 
are in a charter, Auguſt 19th, 1719, in the general regiſter; let it be 
entailed; I can neither truſt this with writer or lawyer. Your Lord- 
ſhip, will be. pleaſed to employ ſome writer that will be ſecret, and 
then ſend it to me. Lord Macduff will be ill pleaſed that it does not 
go to all his ſons, and ſo will Mr. Francis, becauſe he has not the fee: 


be is but in a bad ſtate of health. 


Your 


1 : 
' Your Lordſhip does me a great deal of more honour, than [ oo F< pie oory 
merit. or had-reaſon to expect, from any ſervices I ever had in my Caithneſs, 
mary £ : a 0 1 760. Octob. 
power. ta do for you, by propoſing to name mea ſubſtitute in your in- 23. 
tended: entail and ſettlement of your paternal eſtate; the many marks 
of friendſhip I have received from your Lordſhip, ſince the firſt time 


had the honour to be known to you, do more than compenſate all 
the good offices I ever was capable to perform, either to your Lordſhip, 
your brother, Lord Murkle, or any other of your family 4 and there- 
fore, this laſt inſtance of your regard for me is quite gratuitous on 
your Lordfhip's part; and, whatever happens, I will always regard 
it as ſuch, By the tame I return to Edinburgh, which will be the end 
of next week, I will think of a proper perſon of integrity, ſecrecy, 
and underſtanding, to employ, in executing your intended ſettle- 
ment and entail ; but, in the mean time, I beg to know your ſenti- 
ments as to two or three particulars, which are proper to be made 
dear, before the deed can be extended. From your letter, I take it 
for granted, that you are only to make an entail and ſettlement of 
your paternal eſtate, as you call it your inheritance, and refer me to 
your charter 1719, but not of your brather, Lord Murkle's land- 
late or money. Theſe laſt, if you make no particular ſettlement 
of them, go, by the courſe of law, to your daughter, ſubject to the 
Viſcount's jus mariti, or right of adminiſtration, during the ſtanding 
of the marriage; and after the diſſolution thereof, to your daughter, 
and her heirs. After naming me, your Lordſhip deſires, that the 
cate ſhould: be made to devolve upon my heirs-male whatever. I 
wiſh to know, whether you mean to reſtrit this to the heirs-male 
of my own body, or to extend it to my heirs-male at large, of the 
ume of Sinclair and family of Stevenſton. I will take an opportu- 
uty to write your Lordfhip a little fuller upon this ſubject, when 1 
rturn to town; but as I know you are not fond of long letters on 
buſineſs, I will ſtop ſhort at prefent. 

have received your Lordſhip's of the 24th paſt; all the lands are Iod Caith. 


o be ſettled as I mentioned in my laſt.— The name here are v neſs to Lord 
remote, and have acted more lik : bd rages 

. e like enemies than friends; I have good 1760, Nov. 
raſon not to be well pleaſed with Mr. Francis 3 his behaviour 


to 


Lord Wood- 
hall to Lord 
Caithneſs, 
Dec. 22d, 
170. 


have preſumed to make, or rather addition, is this, your Lordihip, 


(TJ 
to me has not been obliging, his management of his affairs is bad 
he is but too active, but ill directed, has too good an opinion of "hy 
ferior people, and 1s not to be truſted in ſuch a caſe: As for Lady 
Macduff, nothing I can ſay has any weight with her, ſhe thinks ſhe 
has a right to every thing ſhe aſks, and that fair profeſſion is good 
enough for me, which was her mother's way. I deſigned this long 
ago, if the eſtate of Murkle goes to the Earl, the memory of Murkle 
will be loſt. My predeceflors got the earldom about 10001. Scots 
a-year, and they have twice as much of the eſtate of Murkle, that 
did not coſt them a farthing; Earl George, he took poſſeſſion of it, 
as tutor to my father, and kept it; the whole lands, after the cel; 
and miniſters are paid, will be hardly 7061. of Rent. 

The great hurry and confuſion I was in, after my brother Mr. 
Lockhart's death, and the not having got the ſcrell of the tailzie 
and ſettlement, your Lordſhip, by your letter the 14th October laſt, 
mtimated your inclination to execute, fully wrote out till this day, 
have been the reaſon of my being ſo long in writing a return to your 
letter, dated November 4th; your Lordſhip will receive with this, 
the ſcroll of your intended tailzie and ſettlement, which is wrote out 
as near the directions you wrote me, in your letter the 14th October, 
as I could make it. I have preſumed to make a few variations, but 
they are by no manner of means material; the firſt concerns your 
brother, Mr. Francis, viz. in place of reſtricting him to a life: rent 
only, I have taken the liberty to put him in the fee of the tailzied 
lands, in the event of his ſucceeding, and that, for the reafon! 
mentioned to your Lordſhip in my laſt letter, which was this, That 
as the eſtate is to be entailed in the ſtricteſt manner, with prohibi- 
rant, irritant, and reſolutive clauſes, ſo as he will be barred from 
doing any deed, by which he can either affect it with debts, or alic- I C, 
nate any -part of it, although he 1s made à nominal fiar, he will 
have no more powers over it, than if he was but a life-renter ; and 
as this is the-caſe, he will conſider it as an affront or flight put upon 
him, to be reſtricted to the laſt, when putting him in the fee, was 
giving him no more powers than the other. The next variation | 


il 


1 


in your letter of the 14th October, deſired me to name, in the ſub- 
ſtitutions, the ſecond ſon of V. M. and your daughter only; but I 
have carried this a little further, and have cauſed name the younger 
ſons likewiſe, in their order; that is to ſay, failing the ſecond ſons, 
and their heirs- male, the eſtate is to devolve upon the younger ſons, 
who, in that caſe, become the ſecond ſon in life. I have likewiſe 
taken upon me to go a little further, and to cauſe name the heirs- 
male of your daughter's body of any ſubſequent marriage, but un- 
der the expreſs condition, that it ſhall be an irritancy of his right, 
if he ſucceeds to a peerage, or takes the name and arms of any other 
family, beſides that of Sinclair of Murkle only. This exception or 
condition will, moſt effectually, prevent your Lordſhip's eſtate from 
being ſunk into a peerage, or any other family whatever, which I 
take to be your only intention, in executing your intended ſettle- 
ment. Another thing I will beg leave to explain, your Lordihip 
will obſerve, that there are heirs-female mentioned, but theſe are on- 
ly called, failing all the other ſubſtitutes in the entail ; the reaſon 
of this is, to prevent the eſtate, in the event of the failure of the 
keirs of entail, from falling to the crown, which might be the caſe, 
if the heir of line was not called in the laſt place. The heirs-female 
are ſubjected to all the irritancies of the entail, in the ſame way as 


N the heirs male. I ſend your Lordſhip the ſcroll in a franked cover, 
7 to ſave the expence of poſtage; when you return the ſcroll, you will 


1 be pleaſed to write me alongſt with it, your obſervations upon it, 
and J will cauſe extend it accordingly, juſt as your Lordſhip defires 
b. to have it; when your Lordſhip writes me, it will be proper to give 
me a power, to get up your brother Lord Murkle's papers from Mr. 
Crichton, for without theſe, your tailzie cannot be extended, I 
have not time to write your Lordſhip concerning ſeveral things, I 
want to inform you of, as I am going to the country, but when I 
return to town, which will be after the holidays, I will write you 
more fully than I have time to do at preſent. 
I condole with you on the loſs of a deſerving brother, had it not Lord Caith- 
been for that, I had written to your Lordſhip long ere now; I was e 
very anxious for what you ſent me, (1. e. the ſcroll of the tailzie and Jan 14th, 


C ſettlement) ** 


Lord Wood- 
hall to Lord 
Caithneſs, 
Jan. 26th, 
1761. 


Lord Wood- 
hall to Lord 
Caithneſs, 
March 18th, 

1 70T, 


( w J 


ſettlement) I have read it ſeyeral times, yet, I doubt, if I fully un- 
derſtand it, becauſe I am not uſed to ſtile ; there is a prohibition to 
contract debt after the ſucceſſion, but I think chere is no irritancy 
achected to it; I would bave the ſecond ſon ſucceed the contra veen. 
er; Mr. Francis has been dangerous ill laſt ſummer, and has been 

ſince winter began, and I myſelf am in a declining way, both in 
body and mind; be pleaſed to cauſe a ſervant call for money from 
Mr. Grame, to pay the lawyer and the writer, and ſend it to 
(i. e. me) fairly written out as ſoon as can be.——There has been a 

long friendſhip between your Lordfhip's predeceſſors and mine, which 

I ſhall endeavour to continue. 

The obſervations your Lordſhip makes upon the ſcroll of che ſet- 
tlement, I fent you for your peruſal and approbation, are two; firſt, 
that there is no irritancy adjected to the prohibition to contract 
debts; the other, that you would have the ſecond ſon to ſucceed to the 
contraveener. In anſwer to the firſt, your Lordſhip will pleaſe to 
look at the foot of the 8th, and head of the gth page of the ſcroll in 
your poſſeſſion, at leaſt, it will be near about that place, as it is ſo 
in my copy, and you will read, a general, irritant, and annulling 
clauſe, that applies to every prohibition in the deed of entail, in 
theſe words, [here the clauſe is taken in] ſo that by this clauſe your 
Lordſhip will obſerve, that every a& or deed, done in contravention 
of the tailzie, either by contracting debts, or otherways, is not on- 
ly declared null, but the contraveener is declared to forfeit and 
amit his. right to the eſtate. As to the other obſervation your Lord- 
fhip makes, that in caſe of contravention or irritaney of the heir in 
poſſeſſion, you incline the eſtate ſhould go to the ſecond ſon; the 
ſame is done in other words, that is to ſay, the eſtate is provided to 
go to the next heir of the contraveener, that is capable by the tail- 
zie to take and hold the eſtate, under the proviſions and conditions 
therein inſert. | 

Your ſettlement and entail is now extended, and the lands, both 
of your own, and your brother Lord Murkle's eſtate, are filled up, 
as exactly, as we could find them in the rights and papers of both 


eſtates, The perſon I have employed to execute the deed is _ 
To ' 


4 


John Pringle, writer to the ſignet, ſon of Mr. Thomas Pringle, who 
was no doubt your Lordſhip's acquaintance, my good opinion of his 
knowledge, honeſty, diſcretion, and ſecrecy, made me preſume to 
name him, as I know that he had no ſort of intercourſe or connec- 
tion, with any of the folks in your county, and, of conſequence, 
had no opportunity or temptation, to make your ſettlement known 
to them, it being your intention, as you write me in one of your 
letters, to keep them ſecret. 

I have received yours of the 18th, you will be pleaſed to ſend me 
the paper drawn by Mr. Pringle by the poſt, it will be inconvenient 
to ſend it by his clerk; I ſhall return it by the poſt to your Lord- 
ſhip, with the witneſſes names and deſignations, pay Mr. Pringle 
and clerk to their contentment, and enjoin ſecrecy, becauſe expec- 
tants will be diſobliged when diſappointed, let their pretenſions be 
ever fo ſmall, | 

returned from the country on Saturday evening laſt, and take 
this firſt opportunity by the poſt, to ſend your Lordſhip the tailzie, 
extended quite conform to your inſtructions, in terms of your letter 
in my poſleſhon ; I have alſo ſent your Lordſhip a procuratory to be 
ſigned by you, impowering. me to make up a title in your perſon, 
by ſerving you heir to your brother Lord Murkle, in the lands hold- 
ing of the crown, The perſon's name in the procuratory is blank, 
but if it is agreeable to- your Lordſhip, I propoſe to fill up Mr. 
Pringle, the writer of the ſettlement, as he is already bound down 
to ſecrecy, unleſs your titles are made up in the way, that I men- 
tion, to your brother's lands holding of the crown, as likewiſe to 
thoſe holding of a ſubject, your tailzie and ſettlement as to his land 
eſtate will be null. 

I ſent the tailzie by courſe of poſt, but auld was not in it, it is a 
conſiderable part ; my memory failed me, I thought it had been the 


Lord Caith- 
neſs to Lord 
Woodhall, 
March 30th, 
1791. 


Lord Wood- 
hall to Lord 
Caithneſs, 
April 27th, 
1761. 


Lord Caith- 
neſs to Lord 
Woodhall, 


charter on Murray's apprizing ; I was in ſome ſuſpence, at length I May 1767. 


thought it beſt to ſign it as it was, and to get a new tailzie in the 
lame terms with the firſt; John Davidſon has the charter, your 
Lordſhip, or ſome of yours, will get it all. Let Mr. Pringle and 


tus clerk. be liberal paid; if they are not, they will be diſobliged, 


and 


Lord Wood- 
hall to Lord 
Caithnels, 
May 3oth , 
1701. 


Lord Caith- 


neſs to Lord - 


Woodhall, 
June 8th, 
1701. 


Lord Wood- 


hall to Lord 

Caithneſs, 

June 20th, 
1761. 


= 


and not keep the ſecret ; Ratter is next, though very remote, he has 
but a ſmall eſtate, and I believe a good deal of debt ; he had no edy- 
cation, or was in good company; though he lives within four miles 
of me, he never came to ſee me, from which it ſeems, he is diſoblig- 
ed, becauſe I did not give him all I had, and depend for ſubſiſtence 
on his generoſity; he cannot be very wiſe, for he could not have 
taken a more effectual way to diſappoint his expectations; P. S. [ 
have ſigned the tailzie, at Hemer, May 19, 1761, Peter Swanſton, 
my ſervant, William Angus, tenant in Clardon. 

I was favoured with your Lordſhip's letter alongſt with your ſet- 
tlement or tailzie, at this place yeſterday, your Lordſhip has ſub- 
ſcribed all fthe pages moſt regularly, except the laſt, which, by 
omiſſion, you have forgot; and, therefore, beg leave to ſend you 
this laſt page, which you will pleaſe to ſign at the croſs, at the right- 
hand of the witneſſes ſubſcription, and do it before the ſame wit- 
neſtes. Your Lordſhip has likewife omitted to cauſe the witneſſes 
ſign witneſs to the procuratory, and you have at the ſame time 
ſigned your name ſo near the writing, that there is no room to fill 
it up. I have ſent you the laſt ſheet of the tailzie, but you are only 
to ſign the laſt, or 20th page, and the procuratory, before the two 
witneſſes, as I have directed. 

J am vexed that I did not ſign the laſt page, the procuratory did 
not, I think, mention witneſſes; let the date be Hemer the 19th 
May, which was the day I thought I had ſigned. The witneſſes are 
Peter Swanſton, my ſervant, and William Augus, tenant in Clardon, 
I have one way and another 14,000 ſterling, which I would put in 
land, and ſettle it in the ſame manner with the reſt; in caſe any that 
may get it, have ſo much of publick-ſpirit, as to wiſh to ſerve their 
country, they may have the means of doing it. We have but one al- 
ternate election here; a Scots Peer is amongſt the molt inſignificant 
ſubjects of Britain. 

I was favoured with your Lordſhip's letter, of date the 8th cur- 
rent, with the two papers I tranſmitted you in my laſt, regularly 
ſigned, but could not find time to write you a return till now. —— 
With your Lordſhip's approbation, I would incline to employ Nr. 

Davidſon 


= 


Davidſon to ſerve you heir to your brother, Lord Murkle's heritable 
ſubjects holding of the crown, as likewiſe thoſe holding of a ſubject; 
my reaſon for this is, if you was to employ any other than your pre- 
ſent doer, in that ſervice, it might create a ſuſpicion, that it was in- 
tended for the purpoſe of your executing a ſettlement of your eſtate, 
an affair you deſire not to be known; whereas, if your ordinary doer 
is employed in it, without his being employed to execute a ſettle- 
ment for you, it will paſs for a thing of courſe, and ſuch as you 
ought to do in the management of your affairs, and he, nor any o- 
ther perſon, will have any ſuſpicion upon it. 

It is my purpoſe, that the ſame perſon gets the land, get the mo- 
ney, nor do I fee, how he can be limited as to the diſpoſal of it, 
if it is not put in land. I think it my duty to take all lawful means 
to preſerve the memory of the family; the larger any eſtate, the 
firmer it ſtands, and the poſſeſſor, if he makes a right uſe of it, may 
be more uſeful to his country, and will be more reſpected by it, than 
vith a lefler. | 

I was favoured with the receipt of your letter, dated the ſecond 
of this month, the other week, but was unwilling to trouble you 
with a return, until I could ſend you the incloſed tailzie or ſettle; 
ment, with the addition of the lands or barony of Iſauld, which you 
deſired to have included, as you had omitted to mention them in 


me you have already executed, except with the addition of the lands 
of Iſauld, which had efcaped your Lordſhip 5 memory in your former 
tters,---As to what your Lordſhip writes concerning the ſettlement 
of your money-eltate, ſo as to bring it under the fetters and irritan- 
cies of your entail, that is very difficult to be executed while your 

money remains bonded, and moveable in its preſent ſituation. 
| had returned the deed long ago, if I had not the week before I 
zot it, been taken with a pain in my back; I ſigned it here the 17th 
lay of this month, before George Farquhar, wright in Thurſo, and 
Alexander Roſs, his prentice. My brother had the preſervation of 
Murkle much at heart, and for that end entruſted me with all he 
tad, which obliges me to perform that truſt in the moſt effectual 
D manner 


Lord Caith- 
neſs to Lord 
Woodall, 

uly 2d, 
1701. 


Lord Wood. 
hall to Lord 
Caithneſs, 
July 24th, 
1701. 


your former inſtructions to me. The ſettlement is the ſame with the 


— 


Lord Caith- 

neſs, to Lord 

Woodhal!, 

Aug. 2;thy 
1951. 


Lord Caith- 
neſs to Lord 
Woodhall, 
May 1 5th, 
1762. 

Lord Caith- 
neſs to Lord 
Murkle. 


to ſettle what I have on Dorothea. 


Lord Caith- 
neſs to Lord 
Woodhall. 


male of his body in fee; failing which, to the ſecond ſon of Lord 


« 


Lord Caith- 
neſs to Lady 
Dorothea, 


June I6. 
1755 


Lord Caith- 
neſs to Lord 
Macduff, 
Octob. 10. 
1761. 


: 1 


manner I can, nor do I ſee how the money can be applied according 
to his intention, unleſs it is laid out on land, or truſtees appointed. 
I do not care what country the land is in, if it can pay the rent 
well. 238 
Freſwick, with his nephew, (i. c. Ratter,) was here for the firſt 
time; he was inquiſitive how I was to diſpoſe of certain things.----l 
gave him no ſatisfaction. | 
The Earl, by a ſhort holograph note, which appears to be the copy 
of a letter to his brother Murkle, writes thus : I do not know what 
Francis may do; but if neither you or he have heirs-mule, I propoſe 


Holograph copy, or ſcroll of a letter, which appears 
to be from Lord Caithneſs to Lord Woodhall. 


* did not care to trouble your Lordſhip with a letter the time of 
« ſeſſion, but now finding my fleſh and ſtrength, and memory fail- 
* 1ng, I am to tell you, how I am to diſpoſe of my inheritance, 


* which I propoſe to give to Mr. Francis in liferent, and to the heirs- 


and Lady Macduff, but to no other ſon and heirs-male, he taking 
* the name of Sinclair, and deſignation of Murkle; failing of which, 
to your Lordſhip, and heirs-male, taking the deſignation of 
* Murkle, to be entailzied to all; your Lordſhip is the only perſon 
of your name, that has acted for me as a friend; I believe it is 
* owing to you, that the ſettlement my brother made was effectual. 


Letters from Lord Caithneſs to Lord and Lady Fife. 


Take all the care you can of the papers i. e. (Lord Murkle's pa- 
pers); if they are loſt, they will be loſt to yourſelf, you are to have 
them all. P. 8. Communicate as much of this as you think proper 
to Lord Woodhall. I have recommended you to his care. 


I received yours of the 15th paſt, you never gave me any cauſe 
to be diſpleaſed, nor am I ever diſpleaſed without a cauſe; I was 


ſure, if any thing had happened to your Lordſhip or concerns, ! 
a muſt 


a 


muſt have ſoon heard it. I am very unwilling to write, having ſo 
barren invention, that I can hardly find as much to write as will fill 
fx lines. I have no adviſers here, I live in a diſtant way with them 
all, and have good reaſon to do ſo, though they are of the na ne. 


They have all conſpired to ruin the family I belong to, by which 


they have got good eſtates for little or nothing. I am, my Lord, 
your Lordſhip's affectionate father, Oc. Signed, CAITHNESS. 

In this letter, the Earl gives Lord Macduff an account of all his 
proceſſes depending before the Court of Seſhon ; particularly, a pro- 
cels with one Campbell, and writes thus: They expect to get the 
rent of the land for 80 years, which will be about 60001. ſterling, 
* which you are as much concerned to prevent as I am. I am, my 
Lord, your affectionate father, Oc.“ 

In this letter, Lord Caithneſs likewiſe informs Lord Fife of his 
law-procelles, and ſends him incloſed a minute and interlocutor, 
with a note of his own, which he defires Lord Fite to ſend to ſome 
of his doers, as John Davidfon had refuſed to. be any longer his 
agent; and concludes, © I will be well pleaſed to hear, that your 
* Lordſhip, Lady Fife, and all your concerns are well. I am, my 
Lord, your affectionate father.” 

received a letter from your Lordſhip a poſt or two ago, on Mr. 
Walter Stuart's death, Lord Woodhall recommended Mr. Lockhart; 
he has none to aſſiſt, but a nephew of Lord Woodhall's, that is but 
juſt entered. I hope your Lordſhip will name ſome lawyer, a friend 
to you, who has your intereſt at heart, and in whom you may con- 
hide, as it is your own concern, as much as mine: If they get what 


they ſeern to aim at, it will take the half of my money. Concludes. 
compliments to Lady Fife. Jam, my Lord, cr. Signed, CarTH-- 


NESS. 
Letters from Lord Caithneſs to Mr. Robert Sinclair, 
Advocate.. 


I have received yours of the 7th. What they ſeem to aim at, is 
the rent of the three wadſets ſince the 94, which will be. a great ſum, 
and probably ſo much loſs to your family. 


Lam 


Lord Caith- 
neſs to Lord 
Macduff, Sc pt. 
Ig9th, 1763. 


Lord Caith- 
nels to Lord 
Macduff, now 
Lord Fife, 
Octob. 29. 
1703. 


Lord Caith- 
neſs to Lord 
Fife, June 7+ * 
1764. 


June 16. 
1764. 


E 
— 29. I am to continue the entail in your family, all the reſt of the name 
confoired to ruin my predeceſſors ;—two weak men ſucceeding each 
other, they accompliſhed their deſign, nor have J an inch of it, 
though they had neither debt, nor a voluntary right to it.— I put 
my truſt in yon, not only as a lawyer, but as a friend, for the 
friendſhip your predeceſſors have ſhewn mine for more than a cen- 
tury. If I can get a purchaſe for my money, I propoſe to ſettle it in 
the ſame way I have already done the reſt. 

' 45th Nov. I think proper to acquaint you, that Weſter Brimms is about 
7% 1200 merks of rent, after the publick is paid; it holds of the laird 
of Brodie. I am not infeft in it; I am told, unleſs I am infeft in 
it, the tailzie as to it will be ineffectual, which very probably will 
be ſo much loſs to your family; therefore, I with a charter may be 

got as ſoon as can be, that I may be infett. 
june 25, J have received yours of the 13th. If a purchaſe of ten or twelve 
- 1756 thouſand pounds of it will clear between three and four per cent. of 
the price, Iwill take it, and ſettle it in your family, on the ſame 
terms with the reſt. All the families of the name but yours, have 


done. me all the hurt they could. 
Your Lordſhip does our family very much honour, in favouring 


Robert Sin- 
| -- / << og them wich your friendſhip and regard. Whatever particular marks 
June 25th, of that friendſhip you may think proper ro beſtow, will, I am cer- 
1765. tain, be received with that ſincere warmth of gratitude, which to fo 
! _ generous. a benefactor is due. 
| . f. Mr. John Pringle” s letters. 
; =—_—— "4 Have the misfortune of informing you of the death of your va- 
ö %  Tuable friend, Lord Woodhall, who died laſt night. 
| Auguſt 28. In:an{wer to what you write concerning the entailing of your mo- 


88 ney, I know no way of doing it ſo properly as to make it over to a 
truſtee, to be laid out in the purchaſe of lands, of which the rights 
to be taken in the fame manner as your other eſtate is ſettled. 

Auguſt = © I thall, if you pleaſe, make out a conveyance of your whole ef. 

8 fects, in favours of any truſtee you think fit to name, under truſt, 


to be applied for purchaſing land, to be ſettled in the ſame manner 
as 


Wok 


as your other eſtate; and if you pleaſe I ſhall take Mr. Lockhart's o- 
pinion upon it. 
I received your letter of the 7th inſtant, and this morning waited * 22 
on Mr. Lockhart at Craighouſe, and laid before him your intention 
of ſettling your money, as to the method of doing it, and left a me- 
morial with him for his opinion, which he is to give me in writing. 
What he propoſed was the ſame method I mentioned to your Lord- 
ſhip, to put your money in truſt to be employed in purchaſing land, 
and to take the rights to the fame ſeries of heirs as are in your for- 
mer ſettlement, and under the ſame irritancies. | 
I wrote you by laſt poſt, and now ſend you Mr. Lockhart's opi- * 24, 
nion with regard to the manner of ſettling your money according to 
your intentions. He propoſes two methods, the laſt of which is the 


ſame I formerly mentioned to you, and he ſeems to prefer it to the 


other. 
Lord Caithneſs's letters to Mr. John Pringle, 


I ſaw North Merchiſton advertiſed for ſale. The motives I have June zo. 
for making a purchaſe is for the ſecurity of the money, that I may 10 
ſettle it as I have done the reſt. I do not purpoſe to alter the ſucceſ- 
ſion. A purchaſe here were better, but there is none to be had ſo 
ſoon. I want a purchaſe of ten thouſand pounds; if it wants a 
houſe, the better, becauſe it will coſt leſs. I do not care where it 
is, if the rent is ſure, 

You will be pleaſed to let me know what Hallyeards may be ſold July 30. 
for, and if it is a ſafe purchaſe, and the rent ſure; and if Mr. Ro- * 
bert Sinclair and his family approve of it. 

All I propoſe by buying land is the better ſecurity of the 1 mber + 
ney. And, that I may get it in the fame way as the reſt, let me 1765. 
have Mr. Lockhart's advice as to the ſettling of money in truſt, with 
a view to purchaſe land to be entailed in the ſame way as the reſt, 


and a copy of the conveyance, 
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